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Introducing Newly Found Couplets in the Manuscript of
Rasael al-Oshaq va Vasael al-Moshtaq

Ali Ashayeri !

Abstract

The manuscript of Rasael al-Oshaq va Vasael al-Moshtaq by Seyfi-e-Neyshaburi is
a prose text of the 6™ century A.H. and the oldest surviving text containing love
letters in Persian. This single-copy manuscript is considered a valuable source for
research, reference, and even editing of Persian poems up to the 7% century A.H. In
the manuscript, there are about 1500 couplets written by poets in Arabic and
sometimes Persian in different poetic forms, although the quatrain is the most usual
form. In the first half of this manuscript, the author of Rasael al-Oshag mentions the
names of the poets of most of the couplets, but in the second half of the book, the
names of the poets are rarely mentioned and this is without a clear reason. Among
the couplets, 203 new ones were found in this manuscript. Among these 203
couplets, 27 have been introduced in other essays and the remaining 176 couplets
are introduced in this article. In addition, some anonymous couplets in prose texts
that are mentioned with the names of their poets are introduced in this article.
Moreover, the confusion between “Faxri” and “Farroxi” in the manuscript of Rasael
al-Oshagq has been mentioned and analyzed. Also, some parts of the research articles
on this manuscript, which are mentioned in the research background section, have
been revised and improved in this research. Another achievement of this research is
introducing some dead words to Persian dictionaries. The couplets that contain these
words are sufficient reason for adding them to dictionaries.

Keywords: Rasael al-Oshaq va Vasael al-Moshtag, newly found poems, dead
words, poem editing, manuscript editing
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Examining the Printed Text of the Ghanun-e Adab
Dictionary Based on 10 Ancient Manuscripts

Masume Aminiyan '

Abstract

Ghanun-e Adab, written by Abu al-Fadl Hubaysh bin Ibrahim al-Tiflisi, is the most
detailed Arabic-to-Persian dictionary of the 6th century AH. Tiflisi's works hold
significant importance from various perspectives, especially in better understanding
the characteristics of the dialects spoken in western Iran. Among these works,
Ghanun-e Adab is a valuable treasure of old Persian terms and combinations,
containing 60,000 Arabic entries. In 1350 SH, the Iran Culture Foundation published
this dictionary in 3 volumes, edited by the late Gholamreza Taher. Unfortunately,
after the death of Professor Taher, it has not been possible to compile and print the
alphabetical list of Arabic entries, the index of Persian words, and probably to revise
and re-edit Ghanun-e Adab. In addition to the lack of necessary lists in the printed
text, which has made referring difficult, incorrect readings, incomplete recording of
some words (especially rare words), changing words and their pronunciation,
changing the handwriting of the manuscripts, not recording the diacritical marks of
some diacritic words, not recording several words and meanings of the dictionary
manuscript can also be seen in this edition. The present research is the result of
comparing the printed text of Ghanun-e Adab with the editor’s reference manuscript
and nine other manuscripts as well as checking the differences with the available
dictionaries. Some instances are presented with explanations, evidence from other
Tiflisi works and classical verse and prose texts, and the author's suggestions.

Keywords: Ghanun-e Adab, manuscripts, correct recording, dictionaries
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A Critical Exploration into the Editing of
Jajarmi's Nazm-e Jawdiher

Mohammad Reza Masoumi', Mahdi Salmani?, Amin Mojallizadeh?

Abstract

Iranians have long realized the influence and superiority of poetry over prose in
teaching and learning; moreover, by using meter and rhyme, they have created many
works in this field. Nazm-e Jawdher ("Order of Jems") is one of these prominent
works that was created in order to facilitate the memorization of words’ meanings of
the Holy Quran by the efforts of Molla Ali Jajarmi, pen-named Zamiri, in the year
1205 AH. Zamiri teaches Quranic words in thirty odes corresponding to the thirty
parts of the Quran. In composing this book of verse, Zamiri imitated Abu Nasr
Farahi's Nisab al-Sibydn. There are three manuscripts of Nazm-e Jawdher; one of
these is kept in the National Library and the others are kept in the Library of the
Islamic Parliament. This work was published in 1401 AH based on the manuscript in
the National Library; it has been corrected and printed by the publishing division of
the National Halal Research Center. The current research is devoted to reviewing
and assessing this edition with reference to the available manuscripts based on an
analytical-descriptive method. Examining the printed and corrected version of
Nazm-e Jawdher shows that there are errors and shortcomings in this book caused
by the weakness of the main manuscript, the mistakes of the esteemed editors in
interpreting the text, and the overlooking of the other manuscripts.

Keywords: History Nazm-e Jawdher, Zamiri Jajarmi, editing
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The Textual Analysis of the Sole Manuscript of
the Divan of Bolbol-e Gilani (9™ century AH)

Ali Mohammadyarloo', Yadollah Nasrollahi> Rahman Moshtagh Mehr *

Abstract

The present study is the introduction and textual analysis of a manuscript called the
Divan of Bolbol-e Gilani, written in the 9" century AH. It is manuscript number 86
in the library of Istanbul University which has not been introduced or edited so far.
The main goal of this research is to introduce and review this manuscript and
express its main linguistic, literary, and intellectual features. The research method is
descriptive analysis based on field and library studies and in-text evidence. There is
no information about this poet in literary and historical sources and Bolbol remains
unknown even among the people of Gilan. He is a poet from the middle class and
lacks style, having experimented with the forms of masnavi, qasida, ghazal, and
get’a. Bolbol follows the Khorasani style in qasida and the Iraqi style in ghazal. The
manuscript consists of 107 pages and 3078 verses and does not have the scribe's
signature, name, or information; moreover, the time of writing is not available, but
the text shows that the scribe did not have enough precision in copying: several
typographical errors are seen in his manuscript. The main themes of the Divan are
the praise of the local rulers of Gilan and the description of its land and beauty.

Keywords: Bolbol-e Gilani; Divan of poems; codicology; textual analysis; linguistic,
literary, and intellectual characteristics
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Mohammad bin Ali bin Hasan Al-Sowari’s Philosophical and
Theological Ideas in al-Qasida al-Sowariah and Comparing
Them with Corresponding Themes in the Works of
Naser Khosrow

Maryam Kasai !

Abstract

Mohammad bin Ali bin Hasan Al-Sowari is a missioner and preacher of the fifth
century AH, contemporary with Naser Khosrow Qabadiani Balkhi, who rose from
Shaam (old Syria) and similar to Naser Khosrow traveled to Egypt. After returning
to Shaam, he started to promote Isma’ilism. Sowari followed in the footsteps of
some Isma’ili thinkers and teachers and gave an account of his philosophical and
theological beliefs in a long 933-versed Qasida (ode) titled al-Qasida al-Sowariah.
In the present article, his theological and philosophical beliefs, which include topics
and subjects such as monotheism, command and innovation, universal intellect,
universal soul, Alavi limitations, planets, the four elements, inanimate objects,
plants, animals, humans, and the place of prophets and imams in Isma’ilism, have
been inferred from the stated ode and then compared with the views of his well-
known contemporary Isma’ili thinker, Naser Khosrow, which are described in his
numerous works. Although each of these two thinkers has expressed the principles
of Isma’ilism in various forms and interpretations and with different degrees of
elaboration and according to their specific environment and audience, the many
similarities and small differences between the philosophical ideas in Sowari's ode
and the works of Naser Khosrow indicate that the general framework and main lines
of thinking of the Isma’ili preachers in the fifth century AH originated from the
Egyptian Fatimid system.

Keywords: Muhammad bin Ali bin Hasan Sowari, A/-Qasida Al-Sowariah, Naser
Khosrow, philosophical views, Isma’ili sect, Fatimids of Egypt
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The Merits and Demerits of Hamle-ye Hoseinieh,
A Legacy of Iran’s Epic Literature

Abdolrasoul Foroutan !

Abstract

Mohammad ibn-e Soleiman Tonekaboni, a jurist of the Qajar era and the author of
the famous book Qesas al-Olama had read Ferdowsi's Shahnameh rigorously and
paid special attention to it. Shavahed-e Farsi, a book he wrote on rhetorical figures
derived from the Shahnameh and his own poems. Furthermore, he composed at least
one religious epic poem on the subject of the events of Karbala, which is called
Hamle-ye Hoseinieh. It can be said that all Persian epic poems written after the
Shahnameh were influenced by this noble work of Ferdowsi and Tonekaboni's work
is no exception in this regard. Hamle-ye Hoseinieh has not been published so far and
a lot is unsaid about it. After a complete review of the only known manuscript of
Hamle-ye Hoseinieh, this article tries to investigate its various aspects and determine
its strengths and weaknesses and its merit. In addition to a brief biography of
Tonekaboni, the obscurities in introducing his works are discussed. It can be implied
that the manuscript of Hamle-ye Hoseinieh was a draft. One of the significant
aspects of this manuscript is the recording of the pronunciation of some words,
which provides interesting information about their different pronunciations. Among
the issues discussed in this article are determining the time when this poem was
composed and its sources, the method of Tonekaboni in narrating the events of
Ashura and the distortions involved, evaluating the work from the perspective of
epic features, the influence of the Shahnameh on it, and the way the figures of
speech are used.

Keywords: Hamle-ye Hoseinieh, religious epic poem, Mohammad ibn-e Soleiman
Tonekaboni, Ashura, Imam Husayn (AS), Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh
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A Hypothesis about the Author of Aja’ib al-Dunya

Vahid Rooyani'

Abstract

Aja’ib al-Dunya is one of the most famous Books of Wonders in Persian, which
greatly impacted later works. Some scholars reject the attribution of this book to
Abol-moayyed Balkhi, but identifying the author is a question that has so far
remained unanswered. In the book A4ja’ib Va Ghara’ib, Azari Esfarayeni referred to
this book 14 times. In one of them, he attributed the book to Naser Khosrow. In this
research, the author seeks to verify the accuracy of this attribution. The study
demonstrates that the quotations made by Azari are available in the mentioned
sources, and we can trust his honesty. Comparing those 14 stories shows that Azari
used the same Aja’ib al-Dunya which is now available. Additionally, the
examination of biographies and Naser Khosrow's works shows that he was probably
interested in this branch of knowledge in an episode of his life. Therefore, it can be
concluded that Azari Esfrayeni's statement is probably true and the book Aja’ib al-
Dunya may have been composed by Naser Khosrow before converting to the
Isma’ili thought and being entitled “Hojjat of Khorasan Island”.

Keywords: Aja’ib al-Dunya, Naser Khosrow, Azari Esfarayeni, Abol-moayyed
Balkhi, writing Books of Wonders
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Bay ramSahr, a Sasanian Title in the Shahnama

Ahmadreza Qaemmaqami', Amir Arghavan?

Abstract

Scholars are slowly trying to re-edit the Shahnama and in this, they sometimes ask
for help from pre-Islamic languages and documents. It is natural to find in the
Shahnama reflections of the conditions of the Sassanid era and administrative terms
common in that period. In this article, an attempt has been made to identify a
Sasanian title, which seems not to have been recognized by the editors, by
examining some letters from Sasanian kings or addressed to them, recorded in the
Shahnama, in which several titles and epithets are repeated in a formulaic form. For
this purpose, it has been tried to check the manuscripts of the Shahnama carefully
and to show the origin of the title in the Sasanian documents. This title is “Bay
ram$ahr”, recorded in the best editions of the Shahnama, especially in Khaleghi’s
edition as “padram-shahr”. At the end of the discussion, an attempt has been made to
prove that “mahast”, which is repeated in the same letters next to “bay ramsahr”,
again in a formulaic form, is nothing but a corruption of the term “mazdésn”. But
this corruption is not from Ferdowsi or the scribes of the Shahnama. This happened
most probably long before the composition of the Shahnama in the transmission of
Sasanian documents to Arabic and Persian script and with the same form found its
way to Abu Mansuri’s and Ferdowsi’s Shahnama.

Keywords: Shahnama, edition, formulae, titles of Sasanian kings, Sasanian,
inscriptions, Sasanian coins, Sasanian seals.
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The Utilization of the Verb ""Barxizidan" in Describing
"Havamm" and Spontaneous Generation
within Ancient Persian Texts
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Abstract

This study examines the usage of the verb "barxizidan" in ancient Persian texts with
a specific focus on its application in referring to "havamm" and "xalq al-sa'ah".
These texts, which incorporate elements of zoology, commonly employ the Arabic
terms to categorize animals based on their habitat and mode of movement.
Furthermore, they contain references to a distinct group of animals believed to have
been created according to the naturalists' beliefs of ancient times, known as "xalq al-
sa'ah". The objective of this research is to offer a thorough and analytical
exploration of how translators and writers who have demonstrated an interest in
Persian language have utilized "barxizidan" from two semantic domains to denote
these two animal groups. By carefully examining the zoological content of these
texts and combining specialized knowledge in zoology with linguistic expertise, it
becomes possible to discern subtle nuances in meaning between the terms
"x1zandigan" and "barxizandigan". This study primarily focuses on Tuhfat al-Ghraib
by Hasib Tabari, a scholar of the 5" and 6" (AH) centuries, which stands as the
earliest known Persian encyclopedic text of its kind. Additionally, other texts,
including a translation of Nahj al-Balagha, likely from the same time, and Nuzhat
Namah by Shahmardan Razi, are examined from this perspective, along with other
zoological encyclopedia texts, to validate this classification criterion within ancient
texts. Our findings suggest that Hasib TabarT has attributed a novel significance to
the term "barxizandigan" ("xalq al-sa'ah" creatures) within the context of his work, a
meaning not previously documented in other dictionaries.

Keywords: Barxizandigan, Tuhfat al-Gharaib, Xizandigan, Animal classification,
Theory of spontaneous generation
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Investigating an Ambiguity in the History of
the Muzaffarids Dynasty Based on the Poems of Hafez

Amir Afshin Farhadian!, Mohammad Taheri 2

Abstract

One of the most important aspects of the poetry of Hafez is the information it offers
us about the political history of the 8™ century AH. Some events of that era are
reflected in the poems of Hafez. A close reading of his Divan, which is filled with
the names of political figures, introduces us to some of their positive and negative
characteristics. The credibility of this information stems from the fact that Hafez
was closely involved with the characters of the time and was present at the heart of
many events. One of the figures whose name appears in the poems of Hafez is
Khajeh Burhan al-Din Abu Nasr Fathullah, the minister of the Mozzaffarid Amir,
Mobarez al-Din Mohammad. There is disagreement among historical sources about
his fate after Amir Mobarez al-Din Muhammad was deposed from the throne. Some
reports tell of his murder during the arrest of Amir Mobarez al-Din, but some
sources speak of his killing after two months in prison. However, none of these
accounts are consistent with the insights that the poems of Hafez provide us. In this
article, we have used content analysis and a descriptive-analytical approach to try to
resolve this historical ambiguity by bringing together the reports of historical
sources and the information from the Divan of Hafez. The results of our research
show that the deposition of Amir Mobarez al-Din took place in Ramadan of the year
759 AH, and the reports that record the occurrence of this event in the year 760 are
not credible. Moreover, Khajeh Borhan Abu Nasr was not killed or imprisoned
during the revolt of the Moazzaffarid princes against their father, but was in charge
of the ministry of Mozzaffarid Shah Shoja' until his death in Dhu al-Hijja of 760
AH.

Keywords: Amir Mobarez al-Din Mohammad, Hafez, Khajeh Borhan al-Din, Shah
Shoja’
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Themes, Rhetoric, and Conceptual Metaphors in
the Titles of Persian Ornamental Prose Texts

Abdullah Albughobaish!, Asghar Esmaeili?

Abstract

The titles of literary texts from each historical period provide substantial and
valuable data about their authors and the social and cultural developments of the
society of that period, among other matters. Given their artistic and literary nature,
the titles of Persian ornamental prose texts can reveal cultural and literary
approaches in different periods of Iranian literary history, in addition to historical or
social facts. Based on this idea and by adopting the historical reference method in
collecting data, this study attempts to analyze the titles of 38 ornamental prose texts
in the history of Persian literature based on their rhetoric, themes, and conceptual
metaphors. From an aesthetic viewpoint, the current study identifies two subgroups
of the titles, literary and non-literary. It also places two subgroups under the larger
literary group: rhymed titles and metaphorical ones. Moreover, the more the content
of a work tends towards the objective, the more the title becomes rhymed. On the
other hand, the more the content tends towards the abstract, the more the title
becomes metaphorical. Also, the non-literary and functional titles are almost devoid
of the aesthetic aspect. According to this study, the broadest range of titles belongs
to historical topics, which we can notice in all types and sub-genres of titles. This
wide range is a product of the intellectual system that governed the political classes
and indicates the dual relationship between the ruler and the educated on the one
hand and a kind of estrangement between the political classes and the masses of
society at that time in Iran on the other hand. Regarding the purpose of choosing the
title, some titles have a motivational nature, some have a functional nature, and
some have a complex mixed nature. In another part of the research, using the idea of
conceptual metaphors, it is shown that the semantic fields of direction and
movement, as well as plants, are the most used; the reasons for these are explained
in the research.

Keywords: History of Persian literature, ornamental prose, title studies, conceptual
metaphors
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Investigation of the History of Political Changes and the Role
of Taliban Rule in Khaled Hosseini's Novel The Kite Runner

Ayat Kanaan!, Maryam Abolghasemi?, Ghodratollah Taheri®

Abstract

Afghanistan has witnessed several transformations throughout the last decades.
These shifts, which have undeniably had a diverse array of undeniable repercussions
on the Afghan community, encompass civil wars, armed conflicts, and the
establishment of new governments with different ideological and political
frameworks, particularly the emergence of the Taliban. The consequences of these
developments are depicted in the literary works of contemporary Afghan authors.
For example, Khaled Hosseini's novel, The Kite Runner, portrays the intricate
political system, the unstable society, and the destiny of those confined within it.
The primary aim of this article is to investigate the political changes and the role of
the Taliban government and its influence on the fate of Afghans, as depicted in this
novel. As a realistic author, Khaled Hosseini has closely observed a broad spectrum
of events and endeavoured to convey the social, economic, political, and cultural
dysfunctions of his community through the characters and events of his works. The
findings of this descriptive-analytical investigation reveal that the most evident and
consequential political factors that impacted individual lives are racial and ethnic
disparities, class-based discrimination, warfare and displacement, acts of murder and
massacre, feelings of insecurity, migration, economic poverty, the deplorable
condition of women and children, physical and mental illnesses, the implementation
of repressive legislation, the erosion of human values, and cultural stagnation. These
are the outcomes of political shifts that made the Afghans face serious challenges in
life. The Kite Runner can be construed as an outline of the chronicle of modern
Afghanistan, which depicts occurrences spanning decades in the country,
commencing with the insurrection against Zahir Shah and concluding with the
consequences of the September 11 attacks; the books is characterized by an
impactful storytelling and plot.
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- Ahmadi, Wali. (2008). Modern Persian literature in Afghanistan: Anomalous visions of history and
form. Routledge.



Contents

Introducing Newly Found Couplets in the Manuscript of Rasael al-Oshaq va Vasael al-
Moshtaq 5
Ali Ashayeri

Examining the Printed Text of the Ghanun-e Adab Dictionary Based on Ancient
Manuscripts 43
Masume Aminiyan

A Critical Exploration into the Editing of Jijarmi's Nazm-e Jawaher 87
Mohammad Reza Masoumi, Mahdi Salmani, Amin Mojallizadeh

The Textual Analysis of the Sole Manuscript of the Divan of Bolbol-e Gilani (9th century
AH) 107
Ali Mohammadyarloo, Yadollah Nasrollahi, Rahman Moshtagh Mehr

Mohammad bin Ali bin Hasan Al-Sowari’s Philosophical and Theological Ideas in al-
Qasida al-Sowariah and Comparing Them with Corresponding Themes in the Works of
Naser Khosrow 133
Maryam Kasai

The Merits and Demerits of Hamle-ye Hoseinieh, A Legacy of Iran’s Epic Literature 155
Abdolrasoul Foroutan

A Hypothesis about the Author of Aja’ib al-Dunya 183
Vahid Rooyani
Bay ramsSahr, a Sasanian Title in the Shahnama 205

Ahmadreza Qaemmagqami, Amir Arghavan

The Utilization of the Verb "Barxizidan" in Describing "Havamm" and Spontaneous
Generation within Ancient Persian Texts 223
Fateme Mehri

Investigating an Ambiguity in the History of the Muzaffarids Dynasty Based on the
Poems of Hafez 247
Amir Afshin Farhadian, Mohammad Taheri

Themes, Rhetoric, and Conceptual Metaphors in the Titles of Persian Ornamental Prose
Texts 269
Abdullah Albughobaish, Asghar Esmaeili

Investigation of the History of Political Changes and the Role of Taliban Rule in Khaled
Hosseini's Novel The Kite Runner 295
Ayat Kanaan , Maryam Abolghasemi, Ghodratollah Taheri



Journal of
History of
Literature

Academic Researches

Vol. 16. No. 2
Ser:87/2

Autumn & Winter 2023
ISSN: 2008-7349

College of Letters and
Human Sciences
Shahid Beheshti University
Evin - Tehran
Tell: 00982129902489
Fax: 00982122431706
Email: hlit@sbu.ac.ir

Journal of
History of
Literature

Academic Researches

Vol. 16. No. 2
Ser:87/2

Autumn & Winter 2023

Publisher:
Faculty of Letters and Human Sciences

Editorial Director and Editorial in Chief:
Ahmad Khatami

Professor, Department of Persian Language and Literature, Shahid Beheshti University

Managing Director:

Mona Valipour
Assistant Professor, Department of Persian Language and Literature, Shahid Beheshti University

Editorial Board:

Ahmad Khatami

Professor, Department of Persian Language and Literature, Shahid Beheshti University
Mohammad Gholam-Rezaee

Professor, Department of Persian Language and Literature, Shahid Beheshti University
Nasrollah Imami

Professor, Department of Persian Language and Literature, Shahid Chamran University
Ali-Mohammad Sajjadi

Professor, Department of Persian Language and Literature, Shahid Beheshti University
Habibollah Abbaasi

Professor, Department of Persian Language and Literature, Kharazmi University
Mojtaba Monshizade

Professor, Department of Linguistics, Allameh Tabataba’i University

Naser Nikoubakht

Professor, Department of Persian Language and Literature, Tarbiat Modares University
Abolghasem Radfar

Professor, Center Of Literature, Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies

Maryam Mosharraf

Professor, Department of Persian Language and Literature, Shahid Beheshti University
Aabdol Hosein Farzad

Associate Professor, Center Of Literature, Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies
Ghodratollah Taheri

Associate Professor, Department of Persian Language and Literature, Shahid Beheshti University
Mahdi Nikmanesh

Associate Professor, Department of Persian Language and Literature, Alzahra University
Alireza Hajyannejad

Associate Professor, Department of Persian Language and Literature, University of Tehran
Issa Amankhani

Associate Professor, Department of Persian Language and Literature, Golestan University

International Editorial Board:

Azarmi Dukht Safavi

Professor, Department of Persian Language and Literature, Aligarh Muslim University, India
Syed Hasan Abbas

Professor, Department of Persian Language and Literature, Banaras Hindu University, India
Muhammad Saleem Mazhar

Professor, Department of Persian Language and Literature, University of the Punjab, Pakistan
Syed Naqi Abbas Kaify

Researcher of Persian language and literature, Rampur Reza Library, India

Persian Editor: Arefeh Nezhad-Bahram
English Editor: Sahand Elhami
Layout: Fateme Sadat Vahedi

Website: Fateme Sadat Vahedi


mailto:hlit@sbu.ac.ir

