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A Survey of the Content of Iranian Litterateur’s Letter
Books from 1950 to 1971

Amir Reza Asnafi', Mohsen Haj izeinolabeini’, Farzaneh Miandarbandi’

Abstract

The aim of the study was to identify the topics mentioned in the letter books (private
letters of prominent peoples to their spouses) and to introduce their role as a primary
source of information for scholars. The qualitative research method has been used in
the study. The research population included 103 books. In this study, 6 books were
selected, which were written by Jalal Al Ahmad, Simin Daneshvar, Ahmad
Shamloo, Ali Shariati and Farrokh Farrokhzad, containing 859 letters. In order to
analyze the content of the letters, 23 items were selected from the ASFA Cultural
Thesaurus. After considering the political conditions in the time of writing of these
859 letter books, it is indicated that various subjects were covered by them. The
most discussed subjects in the letters were politics (in 400 books) literary works (in
390 books), and journals (in 256 books). The findings of this study showed that
prominent figures were not aloof from their respective communities’ affairs. These
individuals deal with a variety of topics in a variety of fields in their letter books.

Keywords: Letter Writing, Iranian Litterateurs, Content Analysis, Jalal Al-e-
Ahmad, Simin Daneshvar, Forough Farokhzad, Ahmad Shamloo, Ali Shariati
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