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Abstract

Investigating of Number Variations in the predictive texts of
the Pahlavi language

Nasrin Tarvirdizadeh*
Mojtaba Monshizadeh**
Ali Shahidi***

The present paper reviews the variation of numbers in prophetic texts
in Pahlavi language, texts that predict future events: this future may be
the end of the world, or events related to the period of a kingdom that
will come henceforth, or even the events after death. This article
studies the issue of numbers and their variations in Pahlavi texts. There
are references to prediction in works such as Bundahishn, Zadspram
selections, Zand-I Wahman Yasn, Book of Arda Viraf, and works
where Jamasp is present. Among the important features of such works
are the references to various numbers or repetition of some, or
allusions to numbers that have been mentioned in other texts for a
particular event while not similar. This article has been written in a
descriptive and library research method and has examined the numbers
that were important in the field of prediction and the following results
have been obtained:some numbers are repetitive such as the
Saoshyant millennium, three, four, seven, or thirty and forty. Some
numbers vary in different contexts for the same event such as periods
of creation or the end-the-millennium hardships. These differences
from one text to another are often produced because the authors of the
texts had to change some contents to match predictions or because of
some other reasons that have been investigated by the present article.
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