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A Survey of the Usage of Semantic Primes in Parfa 1 Textbook

1
Pournorouz, Maryam

Abstract

In the present study, the usage of semantic primes in Parfal textbook is analyzed to
determine the extent to which this book covers the semantic primes; the constructs
which are believed to be universal and exist in all languages. The complied data
from Parfa 1 is analyzed through the content-analysis method. First, type and
frequency of words were extracted using Motor Online Utility software, and then
statistical analysis was performed using SPSS software. The findings showed that
18/73 % of all words of the textbook are devoted to the semantic primes. The most
frequent semantic primes are assigned to the substantives. Descriptors with a
frequency of 41, death and life with a frequency of 20, and similarities with a
frequency of 8 are the least frequently used semantic primes in this textbook. The
semantic primes such as "If and Maybe", "Touch" from the class of action, event,
movement and contact and "death" from the class of life and death are not used in
this textbook.

Keywords: Semantic Universals, Parfa 1 Textbook, Natural Semantic Meta-
language, Semantic Primes.

1. Ph d candidate in Linguistics, Letters and Human Sciences, Shahid Beheshti
University, Tehran, Iran. maryam. pournorouz98@gmail.com
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