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1. Introduction

Haji Lotf-Ali Beg Azar Bigdeli (1134-1195 AH/1721-1781 CE) stands as a pivotal figure in the literary
history of 18" century Iran. His significance extends beyond his poetic artistry to encompass his role as a
literary trendsetter and directional force in the literary transformations of his era, particularly in promoting
the "Bazgasht" (Return) movement and critiquing the "Sabk-e Hindi" (Indian Style). Haji Lotf-Ali Beg
Azar's critical judgments, such as his explicit criticism of Sa'eb Tabrizi and Kalim Kashani while praising
poets like Sa'di and Hafez, reveal his strategic positioning within the literary debates of his time. This article
critically re-examines Haji Lotf-Ali Beg Azar Bigdeli's place in the history of Persian literary criticism
through a dual focus on his biographical context and his magnum opus, Atashkadeh.

2. Literature Review

Previous scholarship on Haji Lotf-Ali Beg Azar Bigdeli has primarily focused on his poetic output or
provided introductory overviews of his biographical dictionary. Gholamhossein Bigdeli's genealogical
research established foundational information about the Bigdeli tribe, while Mir Hashem Mohaddes and
Mohsen Zaker al-Hosseini have contributed to textual studies of Atashkadeh. However, a systematic
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analysis of Atashkadeh as a theoretical document of the Return movement, combined with a reconstruction
of Haji Lotf-Ali Beg Azar's biography within its social and political context, remains underdeveloped. This
article addresses this gap by critically examining primary sources and correcting certain misconceptions in
existing scholarship regarding Haji Lotf-Ali Beg Azar's life and critical positions.

3. Methodology

This research employs a library-based documentary methodology, relying primarily on contemporary
sources and biographical dictionaries, with Atashkadeh serving as the central text. Two parallel approaches
guide the investigation: First, a content analysis and critical examination of Atashkadeh using a text-
centered approach and intertextual comparison to extract the author's explicit positions regarding the Indian
Style and the standards of classical poets. Second, a biographical reconstruction of Haji Lotf-Ali Beg Azar
Bigdeli's life to clarify the lineage and position of the Bigdeli tribe in Iran's political and cultural history,
including Haji Lotf-Ali Beg Azar's bureaucratic career, travels, captivity, and cultural networks such as the
"Anjoman-e Moshtaq" literary circle.

4. Discussion

The findings demonstrate that while Atashkadeh incorporates material from earlier sources in certain
sections, its significance lies in Haji Lotf-Ali Beg Azar's explicit critical judgments, selective inclusion of
contemporary evidence, and promotional tone. The work functions both as a theoretical document of the
Return movement and as a practical instrument for redefining literary standards and advancing this literary
current. Haji Lotf-Ali Beg Azar's strategic evaluations, such as his preference for Saadi's clarity over Sa'eb's
complexity, reveal his agenda to redirect Persian poetry toward classical models.

Haji Lotf-Ali Beg Azar Bigdeli's critical methodology in Atashkadeh represents a deliberate intervention
in the literary landscape of 18th-century Iran. His explicit condemnation of Sa'eb Tabrizi, whom he
describes as having initiated an "undesirable new method" that led to the decline of poetry, illustrates his
commitment to re-establishing classical standards. Haji Lotf-Ali Beg Azar argues that Sa'eb's popularity
resulted not from poetic merit but from "his personal perfections” or "the arrangement of stars", revealing
his skepticism toward contemporary poetic tastes. Similarly, his assessment of Kalim Kashani attributes
the poet's acceptance to "the compassion of Emperor Shah Jahan" rather than intrinsic literary value.

The structural organization of Atashkadeh further demonstrates Haji Lotf-Ali Beg Azar's critical agenda.
By selectively including contemporary poets who adhered to classical models while marginalizing
proponents of the Indian Style, he constructs a literary canon that aligns with Return principles. His
biographical entries often include evaluative commentary that explicitly contrasts modern deviations with
classical excellence, creating what the article terms a "theoretical document” of the Return movement.

Haji Lotf-Ali Beg Azar's personal biography provides crucial context for understanding his critical
positions. As a member of the Bigdeli tribe with historical connections to the Safavid court, his family's
bureaucratic traditions and tribal affiliations influenced his literary perspectives. His travels, including his
captivity following the fall of Isfahan, exposed him to diverse literary circles and regional poetic traditions.
His participation in the Anjoman-e Moshtag, a literary society that included prominent figures like Hatef
Esfahani, facilitated intellectual exchanges that shaped his critical criteria. The article emphasizes that Haji



Lotf-Ali Beg Azar's critical judgments emerged not in isolation but through these network interactions and
social engagements.

5. Conclusion

This research demonstrates that Haji Lotf-Ali Beg Azar Bigdeli's Atashkadeh operates on multiple levels:
as a biographical reference work, a manifesto of literary reform, and a document reflecting the social
networks of 18" century Iranian literati. The dual methodology employed in this article—combining textual
analysis of Atashkadeh with biographical reconstruction—reveals the interconnectedness of literary theory
and social context in shaping critical discourse.

The article's original contributions include several specific corrections to existing scholarship: First, it
rectifies certain genealogical claims about the Bigdeli tribe's origins and historical trajectory. Second, it
provides more precise documentation of Haji Lotf-Ali Beg Azar's bureaucratic appointments and literary
activities. Third, it offers a systematic analysis of how Haji Lotf-Ali Beg Azar's critical judgments in
Atashkadeh function as practical instruments for promoting the Return movement, beyond their theoretical
significance.

Future research directions suggested by this study include comparative analysis of Atashkadeh with other
biographical dictionaries of the period, investigation of the reception history of Haji Lotf-Ali Beg Azar's
critical judgments among later literary historians, and exploration of how tribal affiliations continued to
influence literary production in subsequent generations. The methodological approach developed here—
integrating critical dictionary analysis with contextual biography—offers a model for studying other literary
figures whose work bridges theoretical criticism and practical literary reform.

Ultimately, this article argues that understanding literary movements like the Return requires attention to
both the explicit theoretical statements found in critical works and the social, political, and biographical
contexts that shape those statements. Haji Lotf-Ali Beg Azar Bigdeli emerges not merely as a poet or critic
but as a cultural intermediary whose work reflects and seeks to direct the complex literary transformations
of his historical moment.
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