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1. Introduction

The historical prose of the Ghaznavid period, whose culmination is evident in the works of great figures
such as Abu al-Fazl Bayhagi, while preserving eloguence and fluency, possesses distinctive structural and
stylistic characteristics that set it apart from earlier prose and later literary periods. This prose was generally
modeled on official and bureaucratic language and, due to its close association with the royal court and the
chancery, tended to use precise vocabulary, orderly sentence structure, and a combination of Persian and
Arabic elements. In Ghaznavid historical narratives, alongside the recording of events, special attention is
devoted to documenting ceremonies, rituals of power, political and military relations, and the description
of personalities, all of which indicate the dual function of prose: both the transmission of information and
the discursive representation of the legitimacy of kingship. “Power is neither a commodity, nor a position,
nor spoils, nor a scheme and strategy; rather, it is the operation of political technologies throughout the
body of society. It is precisely the functioning of these political rituals and ceremonies of power that sustains

1. Assistant Professor, Department of History, Payam-e Noor University, Tehran, Iran; email of the corresponding
author: ebtehajsalimi@pnu.ac.ir
2. Assistant Professor, Department of Persian Language and Literature, Payam-e Noor University, Tehran, Iran; email:
feazadtabar@pnu.ac.ir
3. Assistant Professor, Department of Persian Language and Literature, Darolhekmah Qom Higher Education Institute,
Qom, Iran; email: omidroostal6@gmail.com

https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8832-4787

https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2183-3736

https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5467-0147
@ https://doi.org/10.48308/hlit.2026.241827.1435

Copyright: © 2023 by the authors. Submitted for possible open access publication under the terms and conditions of the
CammCreative Commons Attribution (CC BY) license (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).



mailto:ebtehajsalimi@pnu.ac.ir
mailto:feazadtabar@pnu.ac.ir
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8832-4787
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2183-3736
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5467-0147
https://doi.org/10.48308/hlit.2026.241827.1435
https://orcid.org/0009-0004-3958-3626
https://orcid.org/0009-0004-3958-3626
https://orcid.org/0009-0004-3958-3626
https://doi.org/10.48308/hlit.2023.233287.1259
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

unequal and unbalanced relations” (Dreyfus & Rabinow, 2018: 312). In Tarikh-e Bayhagi, Bayhaqi,
through realistic, mature, and concise prose, records events in a precise and multilayered manner. He not
only narrates major events such as wars and political transformations, but also emphasizes minor incidents,
dialogues, and the details of statesmen's behavior, thereby laying the foundation for analyses of power and
discourse. In addition to its position as a fundamental source for understanding the political and social
history of the Ghaznavid era, this work is a text that, through its meticulous, detail-oriented prose enriched
with rhetorical devices presents a distinctive representation of major events, including war. Foucault’s
approach to the analysis of power, particularly as articulated in Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the
Prison, demonstrates that “war in such a text possesses a disciplinary function: an instrument for
surveillance, the regulation of social relations, and the control of bodies and behaviors within the framework
of monarchy” (Foucault, 1975: 26). From this perspective, the selection of narrative structure and
vocabulary, the segmentation of events, and the emphasis on key moments of war in Tarikh-e Bayhagi not
only enhance the literary value of the text, but also play a direct role in reproducing the discourse of
monarchy and justice. Such a reading, based on discourse analysis and Foucauldian stylistics, allows us to
uncover the hidden layers of the representation of war as a simultaneously formative and reflective ground
of power and to show how Bayhagi succeeded in transforming historiography into a domain for
consolidating political and moral order. In Bayhagqi’s narratives, war is depicted not as an isolated event but
as a continuous process and a network of power relations, extending from preparation, mobilization of
forces, and bureaucratic decision-making to battle and its aftermath. This broad framework creates the
conditions for disciplinary actions and social control. Within this perspective, justice also acquires an
instrumental and functional role: a concept ritually and symbolically represented in military operations, the
trial of prisoners, and the distribution of spoils to strengthen royal legitimacy. Through narrative techniques
such as scene segmentation, detailed descriptions of the behavior of commanders and soldiers, and
reflections on public reactions, Bayhaqi artistically links the semantic layers of war to the domains of ethics
and politics. From the perspective of discourse analysis, this connection is not merely the product of the
historian’s personal beliefs, but rather the consequence of structural relations and the need of the royal
apparatus for a particular representation of power and justice.

2. Method

The research method is based on a qualitative approach and critical discourse analysis. The data are
collected from the complete text of Tarikh-e Bayhagi, with emphasis on sections related to war, from the
stages of preparation to the aftermath of battle. The analysis of the text is conducted according to Foucault’s
framework to identify mechanisms of power, disciplinary elements, and representations of justice within
the narrative structure. This process includes the extraction of semantic units, the examination of scene
segmentation, and the analysis of key vocabulary to answer the principal questions concerning the
relationship between war and the discourse of power and justice during the Ghaznavid period.

3. Discussion

Within the political-military system of the Ghaznavid state, war was not merely a military action or a
reaction to external threats, but rather a symbolic and multilayered arena for the representation of power,
the reproduction of royal legitimacy, and the organization of social relations. Through its precise, detailed,
and narrative prose, Tarikh-e Bayhaqi portrays wars from the stages of preparation and mobilization of
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forces to the moment of conflict, victory, or defeat, and their political and social consequences, thereby
transforming the battlefield into a discursive space in which power is consolidated through language, ritual,
and narrative.

By focusing on the military organization of the Ghaznavids — including cavalry, infantry, and especially
elephants as symbols of royal authority — Bayhaqgi reveals the disciplinary logic of the state on the
battlefield. In the text, these military elements function beyond their role as instruments of war and serve
as political and ceremonial signs that render the Sultan's authority and the royal order visible. Within this
framework, war becomes a discursive instrument for social control, the inculcation of loyalty norms, and
the consolidation of political authority. An analysis of four major battles in Tarikh-e Bayhagi — the Battle
of Rokhne in Nishapur, the Battle of Sebuktegin and Mahmud against Bu Ali Simjur, the Battle of Talkhab,
and the battle against the Turkmens at Aliabad — demonstrates that each of these events constitutes a
decisive moment in the reconfiguration of the network of power. In the Battle of Rokhne, the military retreat
and the recitation of the khutbah in the name of Bu Ali Simjur signify not only a temporary displacement
of power but also an example of the role of language and ritual in the production of political truth.

In the battle between Sebuktegin and Mahmud and Bu Ali, the pre-war dialogue and the emphasis on
rationality, counsel, and the avoidance of “rebellion” transform war into a spectacle of the monarchy's moral
and political legitimacy. In the Battle of Talkhab, Bayhaqi, through detailed descriptions of military
formations, command positions, control over vital resources such as water, and the Sultan’s display of
composure at the height of the conflict, highlights the connection between military power and royal ritual.
Likewise, the battle against the Turkmens at Aliabad, with the Sultan’s direct presence on the battlefield,
the shift from elephants to horses, and the prohibition on pursuing the enemy after victory, exemplifies
strategic rationality and political discipline whose psychological effects extend beyond the battlefield to
society and enemies alike. Overall, Tarikh-e Bayhagi represents war not merely as a military event, but as
a discursive mechanism that, through narrative, language, and ritual, produces and consolidates the
“political truth” and legitimacy of the Ghaznavid monarchy. Thus, the connection between the objective
event of war and its literary-political construction constitutes one of the fundamental characteristics of
Bayhagqi’s historical prose and of his understanding of power in the Ghaznavid era.

4. Conclusion

This study demonstrates that war in Tarikh-e Bayhaqi extends beyond the reporting of military events and
functions as a discursive arena for the exercise of disciplinary order and the consolidation of royal authority.
By combining Foucault’s theory with stylistic analysis, it becomes evident that Bayhagi, through detailed
observation and precise narration, transforms the battlefield into a scene for the display of “disciplined
bodies” and the production of moral and political meaning. The findings indicate that Bayhaqi follows a
consistent narrative pattern: a process that begins with military preparations and the consolidation of the
Sultan’s position, and culminates in the explanation of the political consequences of battle. This structure
transforms war from a temporary event into an institutionalized process. The key point of the study is that
even defeats are not omitted from the narrative; rather, through discursive reconstruction, they are redefined
in a manner that preserves royal legitimacy. In this way, Bayhaqi’s prose itself becomes an active instrument
in the production of meaning and the consolidation of the memory of power. Indeed, the effectiveness of



the Foucauldian approach in reading Tarikh-e Bayhaqi derives from its connection to the examination of
the text's stylistic subtleties and narrative structure. This study not only demonstrates how war becomes an
ordinary mechanism of governance but also opens a new horizon for the discourse analysis of Persian
historical texts and recognizes historiography as an act that produces power and establishes order.
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