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Explaining the Difficulties of Several Verses from Anvari’s Poetry in the Dictionary
Zobdat al-Favayed
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1. Introduction
One of the reputable yet lesser-known Persian lexicons is Zobdat al-Favayed, which was compiled at the

height of lexicography in the Indian subcontinent with the purpose of facilitating the comprehension of
classical Persian texts. Containing about twenty thousand entries, this work is not only a lexical dictionary
but also an encyclopedic literary resource. The author, in addition to recording words and their meanings,
addressed the complexities of classical Persian literature and attempted to make these texts more accessible
to non-Iranian readers. Among the various sources utilized by Shir Khan Soor, the Divan of Anvari holds
a special place. Since Anvari’s poetry has long been renowned for its difficulty and complexity in both
form and meaning, Shir Khan Soor, in Zobdat al-Favayed, devoted significant attention to his verses, either
citing them as lexical evidence or offering commentary to elucidate their intricacies. The importance of the
present study lies in its examination of the role of Anvari’s poetry within this lexicon and in demonstrating
how this work contributes both to the understanding of Anvari’s verses and to the critical editing of his
texts.
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2. Literature Review

Due to certain ambiguities in Anvari's poetry, researchers such as Shadi Abadi, Hosseini Farahani,
Mohammad Donboli, etc., have historically attempted to write commentaries on his works. In more recent
periods, other researchers including Seyyed Jafar Shahidi, Mohammad Reza Shafiei Kadkani, Kamran
Zamani, Kamel Ahmadnejad, Rahman Zabihi, and others have also striven to unravel the ambiguities in
Anvari's poetry and familiarize audiences with his diction. Furthermore, although numerous articles have
been written about Anvari's poetry, they have not extensively addressed the explanation of the difficult
verses. Given the relative obscurity of the dictionary Zobdat al-Favayed and the fact that Shir Khan Soor
has provided explanations for difficult and even disputed verses of Anvari within the definitions of some
entries, research on this topic—which can be valuable for the correct understanding of the difficulties in
this great poet's works and for correcting errors in the printed editions of his Divan—appears necessary.

3. Methodology

This article is organized using a descriptive, analytical, and comparative method. The primary sources for
this research have been the manuscript of Zobdat al-Favayed (from the Astan Quds Razavi library and the
Kabul manuscript) and reliable printed editions of Anvari's Divan (by Modarres Razavi and Sa'id Nafisi).
To examine the explanation of difficulties in several verses of Anvari's poetry within this dictionary, the
following steps were taken:

- Verses related to Anvari were extracted from the dictionary and categorized.

- The explanations and commentaries by Shir Khan Soor were compared with the readings found in
the manuscripts of Anvari's Divan.

- Differences in readings, potential inaccuracies, or possible innovations were recorded.

- The author's explanations were compared with other commentaries and their scholarly value was
assessed.

4. Discussion
An examination of the status of Anvari's poetry in the Zobdat al-Favayed dictionary reveals that Shir Khan
Soor played a role in understanding Anvari's Divan through several methods:

— Extracting entries from Anvari's poetry: Many of the dictionary's idiomatic combinations and
proverbial expressions are taken directly from Anvari's Divan. Sometimes the poet is explicitly
mentioned, and other times only a hemistich or a combination by him forms the basis of an entry.
This indicates a particular attention to Anvari's Divan as one of the primary sources of the
dictionary.

— Explaining difficult verses: Some of Anvari's verses that were subjects of disagreement or
complexity are explained in this dictionary along with commentary or paraphrasing. Explanations
of this kind demonstrate Shir Khan's awareness of the linguistic and semantic difficulties in
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Anvari's poetry. Although his explanations are sometimes neither complete nor precise, his
attention to these very matters is valuable.

— Rendering verses into fluent prose: In some instances, Shir Khan expressed Anvari's verses in
simple prose to make them easier for non-Iranian enthusiasts of Persian to understand. This practice
has an educational aspect and also demonstrates the importance of the dictionary as a literary
reference.

— Attention to transcriptions and variant readings: Shir Khan Soor sometimes quoted Anvari's
verses with transcriptions not found in printed editions or other commentaries. These differences
can be of great importance to textual critics, as they indicate his access to different or potentially
older manuscripts.

— Critique and utilization of other commentaries: In some cases, Shir Khan refers to the opinions
of “masters”, which shows his familiarity with other commentaries (likely available in India). This
doubles the research significance of his work because his dictionary is not merely a glossary, but
also a collection of commentators' statements and critical viewpoints.

5. Conclusion

The Zobdat al-Favayed dictionary is not merely a lexical work but also a valuable resource for
understanding and interpreting classical Persian texts. The findings of this research show that Shir Khan
Soor utilized Anvari's Divan as one of his primary sources and extracted many entries from his poetry. In
explaining difficult verses, although sometimes suffering from inadequacies, he made a significant
contribution to resolving some of the semantic problems in Anvari's poetry. Furthermore, the paraphrasing
of difficult verses into prose is an initiative less commonly seen in standard commentaries and indicates
Shir Khan Soor's educational approach for his audience. The different textual readings found in this
dictionary can also be useful for the critical editing of Anvari's Divan and can enrich the textual scholarship
of this poet's work. Although caution is advised when relying on Shir Khan's explanations due to his use of
Indian sources and his geographical-linguistic distance from the native Persian-speaking heartland, the role
of this dictionary in unraveling the complexities of Anvari's poetry cannot be overlooked. Therefore, the
present research demonstrated that Zobdat al-Favayed, alongside the standard commentaries on Anvari's
Divan, is a neglected yet valuable resource that can be utilized for both understanding and textually
critiqguing Anvari's poetry, from both historical and literary perspectives.
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